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Representatives of ae metal wo:'kers'and miners?’unions have protested against 
the policies and actions of the Federal Government on decartelization 
of the ccal = iron - steel industries in Germany. They state that at 
a recent meeting between representatives of the Economics Ministry, 
the Federation of Geman Trade Unions (NCB) and the industrial unions 
the iron and mining industries, the trade union leaders had re- 
jected the government proposal for a German decarteligation repulation, 
but thas the Federal Chancellery, nevertheless, reported the proposals 
as having unanimous endorsement, including that of labor, to the High 
Corimission . 


The trade unions admit that in a few isolated instances, such as cer- 
tain mining properties in Dortmunc, Oberhausen, ani Duisburg, where 
the pits are physically located amidst fountries, a separation would 
be contvary to the best interests of the Gernan beonony. These, how- 
ever, are specifically arreed upon exceptions which must not be 
reneralized. Trade union leadérs are of the opinion that the rovern- 
ment proposals for a conditional decartelization are designed to be- 
cloud the issue, prejudice the decision, and forestall. an orderly re- 
organization of the coal industry. 


At a recent meeting of representatives of the three unions concerned 
with the Lconornics llinister, the former stated their opposition to 
the caxtels clearly. At the same time, however, they are opposed to 
a blanxet adoption of Allied decartelization lerislation, In their 
opinicn, the ‘Ailiec decartelization efforts have created a situation 
which requires a very basic reorganization of the socialogical and 
lacor questions of the industries concerned, and any German law sup- 
plantin; Allied legislation shovld also include sone aspects of co- 
deterzination. They demand, for instance, equality of representation 
between managenent and labore on the beards of directors, and the 
separation of the comercial, techni.cal and sociolopical functions of 
mangrenent. According to the trade union leaders the Economics : 
Linister mnaintainec that those denands could not be net under existing 
German Law. 
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